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up refuge in Wiktionary, the free dictionary. Refuge is a place or state of safety. It may also refer to a more
specific meaning: Area of refuge, a location - Refuge is a place or state of safety. It may also refer to a more
specific meaning:

Refuge in Buddhism

In Buddhism, refuge or taking refuge refers to a religious practice which often includes a prayer or recitation
performed at the beginning of the day - In Buddhism, refuge or taking refuge refers to a religious practice
which often includes a prayer or recitation performed at the beginning of the day or of a practice session. Its
object is typically the Three Jewels (also known as the Triple Gem, Three Treasures, or Three Refuges, Pali:
ti-ratana or ratana-ttaya; Sanskrit: tri-ratna or ratna-traya), which are the Buddha, the Dharma, and the
Sangha. Taking refuge is a form of aspiration to lead a life with the Triple Gem at its core. In early Buddhist
scriptures, taking refuge is an expression of determination to follow the Buddha's path, but not a
relinquishing of responsibility. Refuge is common to all major schools of Buddhism.

Since the period of Early Buddhism, all Theravada and mainstream Mahayana schools only take refuge in the
Triple Gem. However, the Vajrayana school includes an expanded refuge formula known as the Three Jewels
and Three Roots.

Drought refuge

A drought refuge is a site that provides permanent fresh water or moist conditions for plants and animals,
acting as a refuge habitat when surrounding - A drought refuge is a site that provides permanent fresh water
or moist conditions for plants and animals, acting as a refuge habitat when surrounding areas are affected by
drought and allowing ecosystems and core species populations to survive until the drought breaks. Drought
refuges are important for conserving ecosystems in places where the effects of climatic variability are
exacerbated by human activities.

Refuge siding

A refuge siding is a single-ended, or dead-end, siding off a running line, which may be used to temporarily
accommodate a train so that another one can - A refuge siding is a single-ended, or dead-end, siding off a
running line, which may be used to temporarily accommodate a train so that another one can pass it. For
example, a refuge siding might be used by a slow goods train to allow a fast passenger train to pass. It is
similar in concept to a passing loop but is connected to the main line at only one end, rather than both ends.

Baker Island

Wildlife Refuge. In 2009, the refuge was expanded to include submerged lands extending 12 nautical miles
(22 km) from the island&#039;s shoreline. The refuge now - Baker Island, once known as New Nantucket in
the early 19th century, is a small, uninhabited atoll located just north of the Equator in the central Pacific
Ocean, approximately 1,920 miles (3,090 kilometres) southwest of Honolulu. Positioned almost halfway
between Hawaii and Australia, its closest neighbor is Howland Island, situated 42 mi (68 km) to the north-
northwest. Both Baker and Howland Islands have been claimed as territories of the United States since 1857,
though the United Kingdom regarded them as part of the British Empire between 1897 and 1936 but did not
actually annex them. They were not being used when a U.S. colonization attempt was started in 1935, and the
next year formal reassertion of U.S. sovereignty was issued. During World War II the Japanese Empire



attacked the island, and it was evacuated and a small military base was established. The island was an
important navigation beacon in the remote Pacific waters during and after World War II. In the 1970s it was
made into a nature preserve and has remained so into the 21st century.

Covering an area of 0.81 sq mi (2.1 km2), with 3.0 mi (4.8 km) of coastline, Baker Island experiences an
equatorial climate, characterized by average temperatures around 80 °F (27 °C), minimal rainfall, persistent
winds, and strong sunlight. The terrain is flat and sandy, surrounded by a narrow fringing reef. Unlike many
atolls, Baker Island lacks a central lagoon, with its highest point being 26 ft (7.9 m) above sea level.

Today, Baker Island is part of the Baker Island National Wildlife Refuge, an unincorporated and unorganized
territory of the U.S. The island is managed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and is visited annually for
conservation purposes. Statistically, Baker Island is grouped with the United States Minor Outlying Islands
and, along with Howland Island, is among the last places on Earth to experience the New Year, operating in
the UTC?12:00 time zone, just east of the International Date Line.

It is one of the most remote U.S. possessions in the equatorial Pacific.

Nature reserve

A nature reserve (also known as a wildlife refuge, wildlife sanctuary, biosphere reserve or bioreserve, natural
or nature preserve, or nature conservation - A nature reserve (also known as a wildlife refuge, wildlife
sanctuary, biosphere reserve or bioreserve, natural or nature preserve, or nature conservation area) is a
protected area of importance for flora, fauna, funga, or features of geological or other special interest, which
is reserved and managed for purposes of conservation and to provide special opportunities for study or
research. They may be designated by government institutions in some countries, or by private landowners,
such as charities and research institutions. Nature reserves fall into different IUCN categories depending on
the level of protection afforded by local laws. Normally it is more strictly protected than a nature park.
Various jurisdictions may use other terminology, such as ecological protection area or private protected area
in legislation and in official titles of the reserves.

Refuge tree

The imagery of the Refuge Tree, also referred to as Refuge Assembly, Refuge Field, Merit Field, Field of
Merit or Field of Accumulation (Tibetan: ?????????? - The imagery of the Refuge Tree, also referred to as
Refuge Assembly, Refuge Field, Merit Field, Field of Merit or Field of Accumulation (Tibetan: ??????????,
Wylie: tshogs zhing) is a key part of a visualization and ngöndro practice common to Vajrayana Buddhism.
Based on descriptions in the liturgical texts of various traditions, Refuge Trees are often depicted in thangkas
employed as objects of veneration, mnemonic devices and as a precursor to the contents being fully
visualized by the Buddhist practitioner during the Refuge Formula or evocation.

While the concept of Refuge Trees appears in liturgical texts at least as early as the 16th century, based on
known examples Refuge Tree paintings appear to have only become popular from the 18th century making
them a late development in the history of Tibetan art.

Refuge (ecology)

A refuge is a concept in ecology, in which an organism obtains protection from predation by hiding in an area
where it is inaccessible or cannot easily - A refuge is a concept in ecology, in which an organism obtains
protection from predation by hiding in an area where it is inaccessible or cannot easily be found. Due to
population dynamics, when refuges are available, populations of both predators and prey are significantly
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higher, and significantly more species can be supported in an area.

Midway Atoll

United States Minor Outlying Islands. The Midway Atoll National Wildlife Refuge, encompassing
590,991.50 acres (239,165.77 ha) of land and water in the - Midway Atoll (colloquial: Midway Islands;
Hawaiian: Kuaihelani, lit. 'the backbone of heaven'; Pihemanu, 'the loud din of birds') is a 2.4 sq mi (6.2
km2) atoll in the North Pacific Ocean. Midway Atoll is an insular area of the United States and is an
unorganized and unincorporated territory. The largest island is Sand Island, which has housing and an
airstrip. Immediately east of Sand Island, across the narrow Brooks Channel, is Eastern Island, which is
uninhabited and no longer has any facilities. Forming a rough, incomplete circle around the two main islands
and creating Midway Lagoon is Spit Island, a narrow reef.

Roughly equidistant between North America and Asia, Midway is the only island in the Hawaiian
Archipelago that is not part of the state of Hawaii. Unlike the other Hawaiian islands, Midway observes
Samoa Time (UTC?11:00, i.e., eleven hours behind Coordinated Universal Time), which is one hour behind
the time in the Hawaii–Aleutian Time Zone used in Hawaii. For statistical purposes, Midway is grouped as
one of the United States Minor Outlying Islands. The Midway Atoll National Wildlife Refuge, encompassing
590,991.50 acres (239,165.77 ha) of land and water in the surrounding area, is administered by the United
States Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS). The refuge and surrounding area are part of the larger
Papah?naumoku?kea Marine National Monument.

From 1941 until 1993, the atoll was the home of Naval Air Facility Midway Island, which played a crucial
role in the Battle of Midway, June 4–6, 1942. Aircraft based at the then-named Henderson Field on Eastern
Island joined with United States Navy ships and planes in an attack on a Japanese battle group that sank four
carriers and one heavy cruiser and defended the atoll from invasion. The battle was a critical Allied victory
and a significant turning point of the Pacific campaign of World War II.

About 50 people live on Sand Island: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service staff and contract workers. Visiting the
atoll is possible only for business reasons, which includes permanent and temporary staff, contractors, and
volunteers, as the tourism program has been suspended due to budget cutbacks. In 2012, the last year that the
visitor program was in operation, 332 people made the trip to Midway. Tours focused on the unique ecology
of Midway and its military history. The economy is derived solely from governmental sources. Nearly all
supplies must be brought to the island by ship or plane, although a hydroponic greenhouse and garden supply
some fresh fruits and vegetables.

City of Refuge

City of Refuge may refer to: Cities of Refuge, the six biblical places referred to by that title Ararat, City of
Refuge, planned Jewish settlement in - City of Refuge may refer to:
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