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Traditionally drugs were obtained through extraction from medicinal plants, but more recently also by
organic synthesis. Pharmaceutical drugs may be used - A drug is any chemical substance other than a nutrient
or an essential dietary ingredient, which, when administered to a living organism, produces a biological
effect. Consumption of drugs can be via inhalation, injection, smoking, ingestion, absorption via a patch on
the skin, suppository, or dissolution under the tongue.

A pharmaceutical drug, also called a medication or medicine, is a chemical substance used to treat, cure,
prevent, or diagnose a disease or to promote well-being. Traditionally drugs were obtained through extraction
from medicinal plants, but more recently also by organic synthesis. Pharmaceutical drugs may be used for a
limited duration, or on a regular basis for chronic disorders.

Drug (disambiguation)

United States Drug abuse Drug liberalization Hard and soft drugs Illegal drug trade Inverse benefit law List
of drugs Misuse of Drugs Act 1971, the United - A drug is any chemical substance other than a food or
device that affects the function of living things.

Drug(s) or D.R.U.G.S. may also refer to:

Substance abuse

harm, the use of some drugs may also lead to criminal penalties, although these vary widely depending on the
local jurisdiction. Drugs most often associated - Substance misuse, also known as drug misuse or, in older
vernacular, substance abuse, is the use of a drug in amounts or by methods that are harmful to the individual
or others. It is a form of substance-related disorder, differing definitions of drug misuse are used in public
health, medical, and criminal justice contexts. In some cases, criminal or anti-social behavior occurs when
some persons are under the influence of a drug, and may result in long-term personality changes in
individuals. In addition to possible physical, social, and psychological harm, the use of some drugs may also
lead to criminal penalties, although these vary widely depending on the local jurisdiction.

Drugs most often associated with this term include alcohol, amphetamines, barbiturates, benzodiazepines,
cannabis, cocaine, hallucinogens, methaqualone, and opioids. The exact cause of substance abuse is
sometimes clear, but there are two predominant theories: either a genetic predisposition or most times a habit
learned or passed down from others, which, if addiction develops, manifests itself as a possible chronic
debilitating disease. It is not easy to determine why a person misuses drugs, as there are multiple
environmental factors to consider. These factors include not only inherited biological influences (genes), but
there are also mental health stressors such as overall quality of life, physical or mental abuse, luck and
circumstance in life and early exposure to drugs that all play a huge factor in how people will respond to drug
use.

In 2010, about 5% of adults (230 million) used an illicit substance. Of these, 27 million have high-risk drug
use—otherwise known as recurrent drug use—causing harm to their health, causing psychological problems,
and or causing social problems that put them at risk of those dangers. In 2015, substance use disorders
resulted in 307,400 deaths, up from 165,000 deaths in 1990. Of these, the highest numbers are from alcohol
use disorders at 137,500, opioid use disorders at 122,100 deaths, amphetamine use disorders at 12,200



deaths, and cocaine use disorders at 11,100.

Illegal drug trade

sale of prohibited drugs. Most jurisdictions prohibit trade, except under license, of many types of drugs
through the use of drug prohibition laws. The - The illegal drug trade, drug trafficking, or narcotrafficking is
a global black market dedicated to the cultivation, manufacture, distribution and sale of prohibited drugs.
Most jurisdictions prohibit trade, except under license, of many types of drugs through the use of drug
prohibition laws. The think tank Global Financial Integrity's Transnational Crime and the Developing World
report estimates the size of the global illicit drug market between US$426 and US$652 billion in 2014. With
a world GDP of US$78 trillion in the same year, the illegal drug trade may be estimated as nearly 1% of total
global trade. Consumption of illegal drugs is widespread globally, and it remains very difficult for local
authorities to reduce the rates of drug consumption.

Medication

practice for advancing drug candidates through development pipelines. Governments generally regulate what
drugs can be marketed, how drugs are marketed, and - Medication (also called medicament, medicine,
pharmaceutical drug, medicinal product, medicinal drug or simply drug) is a drug used to diagnose, cure,
treat, or prevent disease. Drug therapy (pharmacotherapy) is an important part of the medical field and relies
on the science of pharmacology for continual advancement and on pharmacy for appropriate management.

Drugs are classified in many ways. One of the key divisions is by level of control, which distinguishes
prescription drugs (those that a pharmacist dispenses only on the medical prescription) from over-the-counter
drugs (those that consumers can order for themselves). Medicines may be classified by mode of action, route
of administration, biological system affected, or therapeutic effects. The World Health Organization keeps a
list of essential medicines.

Drug discovery and drug development are complex and expensive endeavors undertaken by pharmaceutical
companies, academic scientists, and governments. As a result of this complex path from discovery to
commercialization, partnering has become a standard practice for advancing drug candidates through
development pipelines. Governments generally regulate what drugs can be marketed, how drugs are
marketed, and in some jurisdictions, drug pricing. Controversies have arisen over drug pricing and disposal
of used medications.

Love & Other Drugs

Love &amp; Other Drugs is a 2010 American romantic comedy drama film directed, produced and co-
written by Edward Zwick and based on Jamie Reidy&#039;s 2005 non-fiction - Love & Other Drugs is a
2010 American romantic comedy drama film directed, produced and co-written by Edward Zwick and based
on Jamie Reidy's 2005 non-fiction book Hard Sell: The Evolution of a Viagra Salesman. Starring Jake
Gyllenhaal, Anne Hathaway, Oliver Platt, Hank Azaria, Josh Gad and Gabriel Macht, the film tells the story
of a medicine peddler in 1990s Pittsburgh who starts a relationship with a young woman suffering from
Parkinson's disease.

Love & Other Drugs was released in theaters on November 24, 2010, by 20th Century Fox. It grossed $105
million against a $30 million budget, and received mixed reviews from critics.

Psychoactive drug
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psychotropic drugs both affect the brain, with psychotropics sometimes referring to psychiatric drugs or high-
abuse substances, while “drug” can have negative - A psychoactive drug, psychopharmaceutical, mind-
altering drug, consciousness-altering drug, psychoactive substance, or psychotropic substance is a chemical
substance that alters psychological functioning by modulating central nervous system (CNS) activity.
Psychoactive and psychotropic drugs both affect the brain, with psychotropics sometimes referring to
psychiatric drugs or high-abuse substances, while “drug” can have negative connotations. Novel
psychoactive substances are designer drugs made to mimic illegal ones and bypass laws.

Psychoactive drug use dates back to prehistory for medicinal and consciousness-altering purposes, with
evidence of widespread cultural use. Many animals intentionally consume psychoactive substances, and some
traditional legends suggest animals first introduced humans to their use. Psychoactive substances are used
across cultures for purposes ranging from medicinal and therapeutic treatment of mental disorders and pain,
to performance enhancement. Their effects are influenced by the drug itself, the environment, and individual
factors. Psychoactive drugs are categorized by their pharmacological effects into types such as anxiolytics
(reduce anxiety), empathogen–entactogens (enhance empathy), stimulants (increase CNS activity),
depressants (decrease CNS activity), and hallucinogens (alter perception and emotions). Psychoactive drugs
are administered through various routes—including oral ingestion, injection, rectal use, and inhalation—with
the method and efficiency differing by drug.

Psychoactive drugs alter brain function by interacting with neurotransmitter systems—either enhancing or
inhibiting activity—which can affect mood, perception, cognition, behavior, and potentially lead to
dependence or long-term neural adaptations such as sensitization or tolerance. Addiction and dependence
involve psychological and physical reliance on psychoactive substances, with treatments ranging from
psychotherapy and medication to emerging psychedelic therapies; global prevalence is highest for alcohol,
cannabis, and opioid use disorders.

The legality of psychoactive drugs has long been controversial, shaped by international treaties like the 1961
Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs and national laws such as the United States Controlled Substances Act.
Distinctions are made between recreational and medical use. Enforcement varies across countries. While the
20th century saw global criminalization, recent shifts favor harm reduction and regulation over prohibition.
Widely used psychoactive drugs include legal substances like caffeine, alcohol, and nicotine; prescribed
medications such as SSRIs, opioids, and benzodiazepines; and illegal recreational drugs like cocaine, LSD,
and MDMA.

Food and Drug Administration

Drug Evaluation and Research uses different requirements for the three main drug product types: new drugs,
generic drugs, and over-the-counter drugs. - The United States Food and Drug Administration (FDA or US
FDA) is a federal agency of the Department of Health and Human Services. The FDA is responsible for
protecting and promoting public health through the control and supervision of food safety, tobacco products,
caffeine products, dietary supplements, prescription and over-the-counter pharmaceutical drugs
(medications), vaccines, biopharmaceuticals, blood transfusions, medical devices, electromagnetic radiation
emitting devices (ERED), cosmetics, animal foods & feed and veterinary products.

The FDA's primary focus is enforcement of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (FD&C). However,
the agency also enforces other laws, notably Section 361 of the Public Health Service Act as well as
associated regulations. Much of this regulatory-enforcement work is not directly related to food or drugs but
involves other factors like regulating lasers, cellular phones, and condoms. In addition, the FDA takes control
of diseases in the contexts varying from household pets to human sperm donated for use in assisted
reproduction.
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The FDA is led by the commissioner of food and drugs, appointed by the president with the advice and
consent of the Senate. The commissioner reports to the secretary of health and human services. Marty
Makary is the current commissioner.

The FDA's headquarters is located in the White Oak area of Silver Spring, Maryland. The agency has 223
field offices and 13 laboratories located across the 50 states, the United States Virgin Islands, and Puerto
Rico. In 2008, the FDA began to post employees to foreign countries, including China, India, Costa Rica,
Chile, Belgium, and the United Kingdom.

The War on Drugs (band)

Then, eventually I played in the War On Drugs.&quot; Granduciel and Vile began playing together as the
War on Drugs in 2005. Regarding the band&#039;s name, Granduciel - The War on Drugs is an American
rock band from Philadelphia which was formed in 2005. The band consists of Adam Granduciel (vocals,
guitar), David Hartley (bass guitar), Robbie Bennett (keyboards), Charlie Hall (drums), Jon Natchez
(saxophone, keyboards), Anthony LaMarca (guitar), and Eliza Hardy Jones (percussion, keyboards).

Founded by close collaborators Granduciel and Kurt Vile, the War on Drugs released their debut studio
album, Wagonwheel Blues, in 2008. Vile departed shortly after its release to focus on his solo career, with
Granduciel serving as the band's sole constant member thereafter. The band's second studio album Slave
Ambient was released in 2011 to favorable reviews and a lengthy tour. The band's third album, Lost in the
Dream, was released in 2014 following extensive touring and a period of loneliness and clinical depression
for primary songwriter Granduciel. The album was released to widespread critical acclaim and increased
exposure.

Previous collaborator Hall joined the band as its full-time drummer during the recording process, with
saxophonist Natchez and additional guitarist LaMarca accompanying the band for its world tour. Signing to
Atlantic Records, the six-piece band released their fourth album, A Deeper Understanding, in 2017, which
won the Grammy Award for Best Rock Album at the 60th Annual Grammy Awards. The band released their
fifth album, I Don't Live Here Anymore, in 2021.

Cannabis (drug)

street drug in 2020. The short-term effects of cannabis can be altered if it has been laced with opioid drugs
such as heroin or fentanyl. The added drugs are - Cannabis (), commonly known as marijuana (), weed, pot,
and ganja, among other names, is a non-chemically uniform psychoactive drug from the Cannabis plant.
Native to Central or South Asia, cannabis has been used as a drug for both recreational and entheogenic
purposes and in various traditional medicines for centuries. Tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) is the main
psychoactive component of cannabis, which is one of the 483 known compounds in the plant, including at
least 65 other cannabinoids, such as cannabidiol (CBD). Cannabis can be used by smoking, vaporizing,
within food, or as an extract.

Cannabis has various mental and physical effects, which include euphoria, altered states of mind and sense of
time, difficulty concentrating, impaired short-term memory, impaired body movement (balance and fine
psychomotor control), relaxation, and an increase in appetite. Onset of effects is felt within minutes when
smoked, but may take up to 90 minutes when eaten (as orally consumed drugs must be digested and
absorbed). The effects last for two to six hours, depending on the amount used. At high doses, mental effects
can include anxiety, delusions (including ideas of reference), hallucinations, panic, paranoia, and psychosis.
There is a strong relation between cannabis use and the risk of psychosis, though the direction of causality is
debated. Physical effects include increased heart rate, difficulty breathing, nausea, and behavioral problems
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in children whose mothers used cannabis during pregnancy; short-term side effects may also include dry
mouth and red eyes. Long-term adverse effects may include addiction, decreased mental ability in those who
started regular use as adolescents, chronic coughing, susceptibility to respiratory infections, and cannabinoid
hyperemesis syndrome.

Cannabis is mostly used recreationally or as a medicinal drug, although it may also be used for spiritual
purposes. In 2013, between 128 and 232 million people used cannabis (2.7% to 4.9% of the global population
between the ages of 15 and 65). It is the most commonly used largely-illegal drug in the world, with the
highest use among adults in Zambia, the United States, Canada, and Nigeria. Since the 1970s, the potency of
illicit cannabis has increased, with THC levels rising and CBD levels dropping.

Cannabis plants have been grown since at least the 3rd millennium BCE and there is evidence of it being
smoked for its psychoactive effects around 500 BCE in the Pamir Mountains, Central Asia. Since the 14th
century, cannabis has been subject to legal restrictions. The possession, use, and cultivation of cannabis has
been illegal in most countries since the 20th century. In 2013, Uruguay became the first country to legalize
recreational use of cannabis. Other countries to do so are Canada, Georgia, Germany, Luxembourg, Malta,
South Africa, and Thailand. In the U.S., the recreational use of cannabis is legalized in 24 states, 3 territories,
and the District of Columbia, though the drug remains federally illegal. In Australia, it is legalized only in the
Australian Capital Territory.
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