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contains cuneiform script. Without proper rendering support, you may see question marks, boxes, or other
symbols instead of cuneiform script. Cuneiform is a - Cuneiform is a logo-syllabic writing system that was
used to write several languages of the ancient Near East. The script was in active use from the early Bronze
Age until the beginning of the Common Era. Cuneiform scripts are marked by and named for the
characteristic wedge-shaped impressions (Latin: cuneus) which form their signs. Cuneiform is the earliest
known writing system and was originally developed to write the Sumerian language of southern
Mesopotamia (modern Iraq).

Over the course of its history, cuneiform was adapted to write a number of languages in addition to
Sumerian. Akkadian names appear in early Sumerian records and fully Akkadian texts are attested from the
25th century BC onward and make up the bulk of the cuneiform record, mostly from the Akkadian Empire,
Assyria and Babylonia. Akkadian cuneiform was itself adapted to write the Hittite language in the early 2nd
millennium BC. The other languages with significant cuneiform corpora are Eblaite, Elamite, Hurrian,
Luwian, Ugaritic, Aramaic, Dilmunite, some Canaanite languages and Urartian. The Old Persian and Ugaritic
alphabets feature cuneiform-style signs; however, they are unrelated to the cuneiform logo-syllabary proper.
The latest known cuneiform tablet, an astronomical almanac written in Eastern Aramaic from Uruk, dates to
AD 79/80.

Cuneiform was rediscovered in modern times in the early 17th century with the publication of the trilingual
Achaemenid royal inscriptions at Persepolis; these were first deciphered in the early 19th century. The
modern study of cuneiform belongs to the ambiguously named field of Assyriology, as the earliest
excavations of cuneiform libraries during the mid-19th century were in the area of ancient Assyria. An
estimated half a million tablets are held in museums across the world, but comparatively few of these are
published. The largest collections belong to the British Museum (approximately 130,000 tablets), the
Vorderasiatisches Museum Berlin, the Louvre, the Istanbul Archaeology Museums, the National Museum of
Iraq, the Yale Babylonian Collection (approximately 40,000 tablets), and the Penn Museum.

Cuneiform (disambiguation)

Look up cuneiform in Wiktionary, the free dictionary. Cuneiform is an ancient writing system originating in
Mesopotamia. Cuneiform (from the Latin word - Cuneiform is an ancient writing system originating in
Mesopotamia.

Cuneiform (from the Latin word for "wedge-shaped") may also refer to:

Cuneiform bones, in the human foot

Cuneiform cartilages, in the human larynx

Cuneiform Records, a music record label

CuneiForm (software), an optical character recognition tool



Cuneiform (Unicode block)

Cuneiform (programming language)

Cuneiform bones

There are three cuneiform (&quot;wedge-shaped&quot;) bones in the human foot: the first or medial
cuneiform the second or intermediate cuneiform, also known as the - There are three cuneiform ("wedge-
shaped") bones in the human foot:

the first or medial cuneiform

the second or intermediate cuneiform, also known as the middle cuneiform

the third or lateral cuneiform

They are located between the navicular bone and the first, second and third metatarsal bones and are medial
to the cuboid bone.

Cuneiform Numbers and Punctuation

Sumero-Akkadian Cuneiform script is covered in three blocks in the Supplementary Multilingual Plane
(SMP): U+12000–U+123FF Cuneiform U+12400–U+1247F Cuneiform Numbers - In Unicode, the Sumero-
Akkadian Cuneiform script is covered in three blocks in the Supplementary Multilingual Plane (SMP):

U+12000–U+123FF Cuneiform

U+12400–U+1247F Cuneiform Numbers and Punctuation

U+12480–U+1254F Early Dynastic Cuneiform

The sample glyphs in the chart file published by the Unicode Consortium show the characters in their
Classical Sumerian form (Early Dynastic period, mid 3rd millennium BCE). The characters as written during
the 2nd and 1st millennia BCE, the era during which the vast majority of cuneiform texts were written, are
considered font variants of the same characters.

Proto-cuneiform

The proto-cuneiform script was a system of proto-writing that emerged in Mesopotamia, eventually
developing into the early cuneiform script used in the - The proto-cuneiform script was a system of proto-
writing that emerged in Mesopotamia, eventually developing into the early cuneiform script used in the
region's Early Dynastic I period. It arose from the token-based system that had already been in use across the
region in preceding millennia. While it is known definitively that later cuneiform was used to write the
Sumerian language, it is still uncertain what the underlying language of proto-cuneiform texts was.

Decipherment of cuneiform
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The decipherment of cuneiform began with the decipherment of Old Persian cuneiform between 1802 and
1836. The first cuneiform inscriptions published in - The decipherment of cuneiform began with the
decipherment of Old Persian cuneiform between 1802 and 1836.

The first cuneiform inscriptions published in modern times were copied from the Achaemenid royal
inscriptions in the ruins of Persepolis, with the first complete and accurate copy being published in 1778 by
Carsten Niebuhr. Niebuhr's publication was used by Grotefend in 1802 to make the first breakthrough – the
realization that Niebuhr had published three different languages side by side and the recognition of the word
"king".

The rediscovery and publication of cuneiform took place in the early 17th century, and early conclusions
were drawn such as the writing direction and that the Achaemenid royal inscriptions are three different
languages (with two different scripts). In 1620, García de Silva Figueroa dated the inscriptions of Persepolis
to the Achaemenid period, identified them as Old Persian, and concluded that the ruins were the ancient
residence of Persepolis. In 1621, Pietro della Valle specified the direction of writing from left to right. In
1762, Jean-Jacques Barthélemy found that an inscription in Persepolis resembled that found on a brick in
Babylon. Carsten Niebuhr made the first copies of the inscriptions of Persepolis in 1778 and settled on three
different types of writing, which subsequently became known as Niebuhr I, II and III. He was the first to
discover the sign for a word division in one of the scriptures. Oluf Gerhard Tychsen was the first to list 24
phonetic or alphabetic values for the characters in 1798.

Actual decipherment did not take place until the beginning of the 19th century, initiated by Georg Friedrich
Grotefend in his study of Old Persian cuneiform. He was followed by Antoine-Jean Saint-Martin in 1822 and
Rasmus Christian Rask in 1823, who was the first to decipher the name Achaemenides and the consonants m
and n. Eugène Burnouf identified the names of various satrapies and the consonants k and z in 1833–1835.
Christian Lassen contributed significantly to the grammatical understanding of the Old Persian language and
the use of vowels. The decipherers used the short trilingual inscriptions from Persepolis and the inscriptions
from Ganjn?me for their work.

In a final step, the decipherment of the trilingual Behistun inscription was completed by Henry Rawlinson
and Edward Hincks. Edward Hincks discovered that Old Persian is partly a syllabary.

Old Persian cuneiform

Old Persian cuneiform is a semi-alphabetic cuneiform script that was the primary script for Old Persian.
Texts written in this cuneiform have been found - Old Persian cuneiform is a semi-alphabetic cuneiform
script that was the primary script for Old Persian. Texts written in this cuneiform have been found in Iran
(Persepolis, Susa, Hamadan, Kharg Island), Armenia, Romania (Gherla), Turkey (Van Fortress), and along
the Suez Canal. They were mostly inscriptions from the time period of Darius I, such as the DNa inscription,
as well as his son, Xerxes I. Later kings down to Artaxerxes III used more recent forms of the language
classified as "pre-Middle Persian".

Babylonian cuneiform numerals

Babylonian cuneiform numerals, also used in Assyria and Chaldea, were written in cuneiform, using a
wedge-tipped reed stylus to print a mark on a soft - Babylonian cuneiform numerals, also used in Assyria and
Chaldea, were written in cuneiform, using a wedge-tipped reed stylus to print a mark on a soft clay tablet
which would be exposed in the sun to harden to create a permanent record.
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The Babylonians, who were famous for their astronomical observations, as well as their calculations (aided
by their invention of the abacus), used a sexagesimal (base-60) positional numeral system inherited from
either the Sumerian or the Akkadian civilizations. Neither of the predecessors was a positional system
(having a convention for which 'end' of the numeral represented the units).

Hittites

article contains cuneiform script. Without proper rendering support, you may see question marks, boxes, or
other symbols instead of cuneiform script. The Hittites - The Hittites () were an Anatolian Indo-European
people who formed one of the first major civilizations of the Bronze Age in West Asia. Possibly originating
from beyond the Black Sea, they settled in modern-day Turkey in the early 2nd millennium BC. The Hittites
formed a series of polities in north-central Anatolia, including the kingdom of Kussara (before 1750 BC), the
Kanesh or Nesha Kingdom (c. 1750–1650 BC), and an empire centered on their capital, Hattusa (around
1650 BC). Known in modern times as the Hittite Empire, it reached its peak during the mid-14th century BC
under Šuppiluliuma I, when it encompassed most of Anatolia and parts of the northern Levant and Upper
Mesopotamia, bordering the rival empires of the Hurri-Mitanni and Assyrians.

Between the 15th and 13th centuries BC, the Hittites were one of the dominant powers of the Near East,
coming into conflict with the New Kingdom of Egypt, the Middle Assyrian Empire, and the Empire of
Mitanni. By the 12th century BC, much of the Hittite Empire had been annexed by the Middle Assyrian
Empire, with the remainder being sacked by Phrygian newcomers to the region. From the late 12th century
BC, during the Late Bronze Age collapse, the Hittites splintered into several small independent states, some
of which survived until the eighth century BC before succumbing to the Neo-Assyrian Empire; lacking a
unifying continuity, their descendants scattered and ultimately merged into the modern populations of the
Levant and Mesopotamia.

The Hittite language—referred to by its speakers as nešili, "the language of Nesa"—was a distinct member of
the Anatolian branch of the Indo-European language family; along with the closely related Luwian language,
it is the oldest historically attested Indo-European language. The history of the Hittite civilization is known
mostly from cuneiform texts found in their former territories, and from diplomatic and commercial
correspondence found in the various archives of Assyria, Babylonia, Egypt and the broader Middle East; the
decipherment of these texts was a key event in the history of Indo-European studies.

Scholars once attributed the development of iron-smelting to the Hittites, who were believed to have
monopolized ironworking during the Bronze Age. This theory has been increasingly contested in the 21st
century, with the Late Bronze Age collapse, and subsequent Iron Age, seeing the slow, comparatively
continuous spread of ironworking technology across the region. While there are some iron objects from
Bronze Age Anatolia, the number is comparable to that of iron objects found in Egypt, Mesopotamia and in
other places from the same period; and only a small number of these objects are weapons. X-ray fluorescence
spectrometry suggests that most or all irons from the Bronze Age are derived from meteorites. The Hittite
military also made successful use of chariots.

Modern interest in the Hittites increased with the founding of the Republic of Turkey in 1923. The Hittites
attracted the attention of Turkish archaeologists such as Halet Çambel and Tahsin Özgüç. During this period,
the new field of Hittitology also influenced the naming of Turkish institutions, such as the state-owned
Etibank ("Hittite bank"), and the foundation of the Museum of Anatolian Civilizations in Ankara, built 200
kilometers (120 mi) west of the Hittite capital of Hattusa, which houses the world's most comprehensive
exhibition of Hittite art and artifacts.
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Hittite cuneiform

article contains cuneiform script. Without proper rendering support, you may see question marks, boxes, or
other symbols instead of cuneiform script. This - Hittite cuneiform is the implementation of cuneiform script
used in writing the Hittite language. The surviving corpus of Hittite texts is preserved in cuneiform on clay
tablets dating to the 2nd millennium BC (roughly spanning the 17th to 12th centuries BC).

Hittite orthography was directly adapted from Old Babylonian cuneiform. As Harry A. Hoffner and Craig
Melchert point out: "It is therefore generally assumed that ?attušili I (ca. 1650–1600), during his military
campaigns in North Syria, captured scribes who were using a form of the late Old Babylonian syllabary, and
these captives formed the nucleus of the first scribal academy at ?attuša." Alwin Kloekhorst, on the other
hand, while affirming that Hittite cuneiform derives from Old Babylonian, casts doubt on the role of ?attušili
I in its adoption, claiming that "the transfer of Syro-Babylonian scribal tradition into Asia Minor may have
been a more gradual process that predates the Hittites occupation of Hattuša." What is presented below is Old
Akkadian cuneiform, so most of the characters shown here are not, in fact, those used in Hittite texts. For
examples of actual Hittite cuneiform, see The Hittite Grammar Homepage by Olivier Lauffenburger. The
Hethitisches Zeichenlexikon ("Hittite Sign List" commonly referred to as HZL) by Christel Rüster and Erich
Neu lists 375 cuneiform signs used in Hittite documents (11 of them only appearing in Hurrian and Hattic
glosses), compared to some 600 signs in use in Old Assyrian. About half of the signs have syllabic values,
the remaining are used as ideograms or logograms to represent the entire word—much as the characters "$",
"%" and "&" are used in contemporary English.

Cuneiform signs can be employed in three functions: syllabograms, Akkadograms or Sumerograms.
Syllabograms are characters that represent a syllable. Akkadograms and Sumerograms are ideograms
originally from the earlier Akkadian or Sumerian orthography respectively, but not intended to be
pronounced as in the original language; Sumerograms are mostly ideograms and determiners.
Conventionally,

Syllabograms are transcribed in italic lowercase

Akkadograms in italic uppercase

Sumerograms in regular uppercase.

Thus, the sign GI ? can be used (and transcribed) in three ways, as the Hittite syllable gi (also ge); in the
Akkadian spelling QÈ-RU-UB of the preposition "near" as QÈ, and as the Sumerian ideogram GI for "tube"
also in superscript, GI, when used as a determiner.
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